Alan Rakowski, Director of Real Estate Allocation
30 S. Meridian Street, Suite 825

Indianapolis, IN 46204

Email: arakowski@ihcda.in.gov

RE: Comments on the 2026-2027 Draft IHCDA Qualified Allocation Plan

Dear Mr. Rakowski,

This letter is in response to the open comment period for the 2026-2027 Indiana State
Qualified Action Plan (QAP) on behalf of the Indiana Community Action Poverty Institute
(INCAP). The Indiana Community Action Poverty Institute (INCAP) is a research and
advocacy program dedicated to securing financial well-being for all Hoosiers. We are
housed within the Indiana Community Action Association (IN-CAA), which represents
Indiana’s 22 Community Action Agencies (CAAs). CAAs are designed to be responsive
to local needs and offer a wide array of programs and services — over 70 in Indiana
alone - including financial literacy, individual development accounts (IDAs),
weatherization, and emergency food and shelter.

Every three years, the Indiana Community Action Poverty Institute works with each CAA
to conduct a community needs assessment to help craft strategic plans that address the
causes and conditions of poverty in their service area. Our most recent 2023-2024
Community Needs Assessments_received responses from over 8,500 low-income
Hoosiers and found that housing was the top need among Hoosiers we surveyed
across the state of Indiana.

Across the state of Indiana, CAAs have been at the front lines addressing the housing
crisis. A total of 15 of our CAAs spread across Indiana are affordable housing providers,
facilitating over 2,800 units. Type(s) of housing provided vary by agency but include
low-income rental housing, permanent supportive housing, senior rental housing and
single- family housing development and rehabilitation. In addition, several CAAs facilitate
housing support programs including rental assistance programs, Housing Choice
Voucher (HCV) program and Coordinated Entry.

The housing work conducted by the Indiana CAAs across our state is integral to
supporting low-income Hoosiers - especially those who are disabled, elderly and live in
rural areas. A component of ensuring that non-profits such as CAAs can continue to
provide and expand this core support is the retention of the Supportive Housing and
Community Integration set-asides, and low income rent restrictions in the Qualified
Allocation Plan (QAP). It’s important for QAPs to also provide a fair playing field for non-
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profit and for-profit entities to engage in the development of safe, secure and affordable
housing for Hoosiers.

We ask you to continue to allow non-profits to support housing preservation through the
use of LIHTC for the rehabilitation of buildings and provide supportive housing programs
through the Supportive Housing and Community Integration set-asides and low income
rent restrictions in the state Qualified Allocation Plan (QAP). These resources are key to
helping address the current housing crisis experienced by low-income Hoosiers and will
help to ensure that no Hoosier is without a place to call home.

Sincerely,
Lauren Murfree

Policy Analyst, Indiana Community Action Poverty Institute

Erin Macey

Director, Indiana Community Action Poverty Institute



