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GRYeUQRU HRlcRPb:

DRQ'W AllRZ DebW CRllecWRUV WR Sei]e SWiPXlXV
Pa\PeQWV

INDIANAPOLIS -- In response Wo Whe COVID-19 pandemic, Congress passed Whe
CARES AcW Wo proYide direcW pa\menWs Wo all ciWi]ens Zho meeW cerWain income
eligibiliW\ gXidelines. Hoosiers can e[pecW Wo receiYe $1,200 per adXlW and $500 per
child if Wheir 2019 or 2018 adjXsWed gross income falls beloZ $75,000 (single adXlW) or
$150,000 (married). Congress inWended Whese pa\menWs Wo help families meeW Wheir
basic needs aW a Wime Zhen Whe coXnWr\ is seeing XnprecedenWed job loss and sWaWe
Xnemplo\menW s\sWems are sWrXggling Wo keep Xp ZiWh neZ filings. LasW Zeek alone,
more Whan 120,000 Hoosiers filed for Xnemplo\menW, reflecWing COVID-19's
WremendoXs impacW on Hoosiers¶ abiliW\ Wo bring home a pa\check.

DebW collecWors shoXld noW be alloZed Wo Wake Whe firsW cXW of Whese emergenc\ fXnds.
Before Whe COVID-19 crisis in Indiana, appro[imaWel\ one in Whree Hoosiers sWrXggled
Wo meeW Wheir basic needs and nearl\ 61% of jobs in Indiana did noW pa\ a self-
sXfficienW Zages for a famil\ of Whree. Nearl\ Whe same percenWage has a debW in
collecWions ZiWh a median amoXnW oZed of oYer $1,700. MeanZhile, some Hoosiers
Zho Zere noW sWrXggling before Whe crisis ma\ noZ find WhemselYes in a posiWion of
need. UnforWXnaWel\, Indiana's limiWed consXmer proWecWion laZs leaYe man\ Hoosiers
YXlnerable Wo crediWors¶ and debW collecWors¶ aWWempWs Wo sei]e fXnds.

While Whe CARES AcW proWecWs sWimXlXs pa\menWs from being redXced Wo pa\ cerWain
debWs oZed Wo federal and sWaWe goYernmenWs, iW does noW proYide clear proWecWion
from bank accoXnW sei]Xre b\ oWher crediWors and debW collecWors. B\ filing Whe proper
paperZork, crediWors ma\ obWain an immediaWe hold on debWors¶ accoXnWs and,
becaXse adYance noWice is noW reqXired, man\ debWors Zill onl\ learn of Whe hold Zhen
Whe\ sXddenl\ cannoW access Wheir accoXnW. While Whe laZ alloZs Whe debWor Wo reqXesW
a hearing Wo asserW e[empWions, Zhen coXrWs are closed and people are ordered Wo
sWa\ aW home, Whis righW ma\ be inaccessible.  EYen if Whe debWor geWs Wo coXrW, in
man\ circXmsWances, onl\ $400 ma\ be proWecWed. AWWachmenW of bank accoXnWs Zill
hXrW sWrXggling Hoosiers and pXW pXblic healWh aW risk.

³These fXnds shoXld be Xsed Wo meeW XrgenW needs like hoXsing, food, medicine, and
XWiliWies, noW Wo saWisf\ old debWs,´ said Jessica Fraser, DirecWor of Indiana InsWiWXWe for
Working Families. "We are asking GoYernor Holcomb Wo Xse his aXWhoriW\ Wo proWecW
Hoosier families Zho desperaWel\ need Whis cash infXsion."

GoYernor Holcomb can and shoXld issXe an e[ecXWiYe order Wo 1) impose a
moraWoriXm on an\ neZ garnishmenW or aWWachmenW orders, 2) sWa\ enforcemenW of
an\ e[isWing aWWachmenW / garnishmenW of bank accoXnWs, 3) prohibiW sWaWe charWered
financial insWiWXWions from sei]ing sWimXlXs checks Wo repa\ a debW oZed Wo Whem, and



4) clarif\ WhaW sWimXlXs checks are e[empW Xnder e[isWing sWaWe laZ and Whe
garnishmenW of sXch fXnds is an Xnfair and decepWiYe pracWice. Indiana InsWiWXWe for
Working Families also joined Indiana Legal SerYices, ProsperiW\ Indiana, and
Neighborhood ChrisWian Legal Clinic in peWiWioning Whe SXpreme CoXrW Wo engage iWs
emergenc\ rXlemaking aXWhoriW\ Wo proWecW sWimXlXs pa\menWs.

AW Whis e[Wraordinar\ Wime, families shoXld be permiWWed Wo keep and Xse fXnds meanW
Wo sWabili]e Wheir hoXseholds.
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